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5 OCT 1957 


SUBJECT: Visva , oa Xcsastio Bacial Situation 

and the Hex-? Politics Ccavaitica. 


y 


i. 


2» 

said that tfea Black Caacus/aod the CPUSA&sa virtually -tcrecked tbs Cfeaveatioa* 
yat tba Ctssssilsts bad failed to get tbs Ceavmtion’s export- for a K±ag~Spock 
or scsa otter third ticket in the 1968 presidential elacrticns^ -rfhich the 
Ccassaxnlsio vara very eager to obtain* 
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7* r^aljiad a sfcr ong a&airear oT Br* Martin Luthar Klug^/who ha 

felt had nade rsaoy oistskes la hia Chicago operaticns, but vho nevertheless 
vas a sincere leader vho naintadaed bis cbarisca over the black casses, despite 
this desagogis behavior of the leaders of t-bs ssaller black extrenist groups» 


la say case, / strongly believed that King 
bed the possibility of playing a future rola of great importance la the black 
ccessasailgr* 

Qj" .■"" 





E. *Shs Bureau pay pass the above report; to appropriate field offices 
f or Bcckgrcuod Use Only. . . 
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GOT V:)o/ 


Views of Sidney Lens oa j.hoes tic 
erul the .Politico Convention 


facial . Situation 


1 . fUduey Lena.was extremely possbaiutlc about the present political 
situation in tho United States. Ho believed that the .growing racial- strife 
a,'-.vo bringing about tho breakup of the /osriean liberal- concensus, .revealing 
l-.i-e toynieisa and hypocrisy” cf tob/'Xiorican power rirucb.u-s. Ha -wondered 
vhsther liboral reforms to head off- a violent domestic cit+iz’e ;uxd inovatable 
repression of black militants and loft liberals rad radicals vara even 
I<j03ibl3x IZo believed' tliat g.cmq sort of vast conspiracy on the right night 
bo already underway to destroy 'Pnerican democracy. 


l.OUH 


abate of door ess ipn might in pert be explained by the failure 


of the I-fow Politics Convention/with which Lena was greatly involved. 
raid that tho Black Cnueus/ond tho CPU 3 A /nad virtually wrecked the Convention, 
yitotho Cc3i#ami3ts had failed to got tho Convention’s support for a King-Spook' 
or:some other third ticket in tho 11>T>Q presidential elections, vhich the 
Coirasuniate ware very eager to obtain. 

3. . Lons said that relative facial p-uace had been Maintained in Chicago 
during the mime* by massive nuns of rpney spying into the pockets of toovn 
- black -iiH'ciohwliet'loader's^ youth {-png-loaders end certain local -politicians. 
'Lli.is operation, to - keep Chicago '’cool", had boon successful, but liad olno 
produced viucii cynicism jvnong ordinary- black people vho- ware beginning to 
understand at tost what vonfc on end to feel abused by ouch treatment, tons 
f.‘fjliav“»i 'that conditions ware ouch that Black people In Chicago could not full 
ho Protect 'Milltantly in tho future, end perhaps not only during hot weather. 
i;::« black. eo/3»iunl.by, ho maintained, shoved 'treat solidarity, despite its . 
divisions. According to tons, not one Hegro sniper vns caught or denounced 
during the a»i»r - 

H. tons said ha 'nad been-able to rnintaia fairly good contacts with 
iv-'-ny negroes in the ghettoes and vith btock intellectuals, raid ha seemed to 
have a fairly self-confident idea of what was going on within tho black 
cb: annuity. 

5. He ;r 0 in to to ed t'uvt white radicals in general, however, had virtually 
,, 0 influence inside the phettoes and that the Daly machine vas more influential 
than "toe Progressiva labof, tho CHJSA or tho Socialist vbrkers Party./ Ho 
Jaio-y nothtog rlxsvt RAM’s/ influence, if any, but said that tho cantor of black 
nationalist activity ooeraed nt present in the Host Garfield area. 




6 . Concerning any possible blacJc conspiracy on a nationwide scale, 

Lena thought thio va 3 nonsense* Ties between croupe end loaders bad boon 
imported to him-op loose, .vith many feuds between’ th?im, Lons said. Ho added 
that lie had hoard o" no international contacts by black nationalists,. except 
tho well-known trips abroad of G 1 ICC leaders. 


7. Jjoxity remained a strong a&nirer of Ik*. Uurtin Luther Kiug,./vho he 
felt had made many mistakes In his Chicago operations, but yho nevertheless 
. vas n 'sincere loader who maintained Ms cb'iriorea over the"black masses, despite 
the demagogic behavior of the loaders of the smaller black extremist groups. 

On the other hand, Lons felt that Rev. James Hovelfuas often erratic and even 
iw*espdrisihla in hl 3 actions. In any case. Lens strongly believed tint King . 
had the possibility of playing a future - .rolo of great incortance in the black 
coirurrunity. 


0 . Lcnu said he had heard nothing from the organ!kvics of. the Ctockholia 
Conf arsnee on Vietnam, which ho had attended, end wondered, if a’iy efforts at 
nil wore being made by the Continuing Ccirmit.fcee of the Conference to develop 
peace initiatives. Ho said that, he load never hoard from tho labia Americans 
who had proposed in’kltoc&holm that U.H. and Latin American ponce militants 
hold a meeting somewhere lu the near future. Lens thought they hod dropped 
the idea, which vraa to have been concretised through him, as chairman of the 
American Lelegation in Stockholm, but could not understand why. 

9. '.Speaking of h;l 3 associates in the peace movement, lie raid that 
Stoughton Lynd, although a member-of the editorial bofvrtl of Lib erat ion, 
never consulted him about my tiling. Perhaps, Lens felt, this v/ns because 
Lynd vo.s very hostile to any proposals for electoral zx< i.tion, while Lens 
was not. As -for Lave Dellingery'Lcns said he did not understand what 
Dellinger viuj up to these days. EoHinger, ho maintained, hod assumed on 
"equivocal attitude" to the pacifist principles he had believed in until 
the death of A.J. ituHte./ Lons said ho had never hoard Hellinger explain 
himself oi’ h:ls projects. 


10 . Attached is a hand-out of a paper entitled ''Gene thoughts on tne 
HCITP Conference” written by Lens, and a copy of a press release containing . 
7,011 s’ statement on hip return to the States from the Stockholm Conference 
on Vietnam, 6-9 July 1967« 

11 . The Bureau may pass the above report to appropriate field offices 
for Background Use Only. It is requested no direct action bo taken against 
the Subject on the basin of the contents of this riiprt without prior 
consultation vith this Agency. This restriction way be considered withdrawn 
one month after Source's departure from the United S to. cos, although the fact 
that these statements were made by Subject should continue to be considered 
restricted. 
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h o Y x ovincj the novonor» t 

national action in the electoral field, wanton to.concentrate on 

. - - - ..sort ox on-croino Vxotnam Sunrior^ 

A second group felt that I960 offered an oxceptfcnal ooeortunity 
for a breakthrough to hundreds of thouoahdr> oho r o*t vot 

aligned with tho novcnont, and suggested that in addition to pro¬ 
tect and resistance a new typo of Presidential enmr-aign, concen- "• 
trating lees on votes and more on sinking roots, wan'd widen the 
movement 1 s influence appreciably. A third groan, the Black Caucus 
s\ , npato.icea .with both strategics but believed that JiWfn-.*p a n-vv— 
ingful coalition .could be built, hlaek Americans rust first con¬ 
centrate on creating their own separate identity and.power base. 

The, young people planning the Conference had four alternatives 
. bofore them; . (a) to bring together solely those who-believed in 
cgennnrty organising as the concentration point f 07 ; the no:;-; year, 
and. cove lop strategy for accelerating that canoaign: (bis to bring 
-together those who wanted to emphasise electoral action to plan 
strategy for the Presidential' yea?: and perhaps choose a Pres¬ 
idential tickety (c) to hold throe sinu.lt a neons o rr • 

the three constituencies at the Conference and arranoe. a strnc- 
rrro by which the three groups would, live -in one house, m f h 
antononous leadership and structure, but with machinery for "col- 
laeOxAi.ion and mutual aid when thefe was aqrccv-iont to do so*. 

(d) hold a single -conference but evolve, as was done, a leader- 
sh5.p U 1 UC 11 is .based on two sets of par-ties,- between the corunifv. 
organisers and the electoral wings on the one hand,'and between 
both of these and the Black Caucus on the other. 


assuring ctesao- 


The conference planners did a laudatory gob o:l tie , s ,„ A . 
cratic representation and donopratic expression, but it socks to 
ry that the effort reflected an immature form of particiYYjvo* 
cynoettwy. Alternative = (a), (b), and (c.) above e ave conoid-- . 
c...a j-.y r.ore hope for- a nature participatory dscocracy tlia.n alter*, 
native (d). It v;as clear in advance that, no common strategy 
v;ould be wrought out of the divergent strategical persoo^t^As 
represented at the Conference, and it was a mistake to c^n d^wvj-* 
together on such a basis. The SD 3 model was foDcwed, -*”n PV - L 
oprnron, too schematically. SDS is an organisation composed of a 
single St.ra.tum of the population, the students, who"find the USA 
and similar moderate institutions too confining r>CF rr> on 
other hand is not, and will, not be for some time, anything boY a 
• of groups made up of members of many stratum:;. ' Th~ 
task hGi-o As much more difficult. Eventually the coalition will 
b-.ojKl into an organisation, but i t was premature to th~- 
could bo bom that way, ,3 taught on Lym! and Bennie Davis were 


(ku 
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0 * 7.0 . 
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The coa 1 Xt 5 .ovi "fiJ i/v?; oe.'?.e o’.it of " 1 ;li'.;, Con fcreese i;■ to.voes 

That it did not d.is :l n t o g x ato be:.force being born doos'."crodit 
the non no of dedication that existed a songs r?. 2,020 partio- • 
ipantr.„ No. matter hoc; angry each of' us bopajeo • over: than or that.' 
point (in all throe: caucuses) there v/as a general awl healthy 


.realisation that we had no piano o 1 no to go, that 
had to bo rain taided no natter went the fiff iculti 


i'.:a:-:r:-\age 
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Bed 

: it 

is not 

the 

final 


board to 

connider the realities of ttio situation; namely .that there were 
throe distinct wings to the honor.: v/t: built. There’ in much more 
hope of .survival for an IICNP which would have three autonomous 
sect ions, -coordinating their work. and coalescing only whore agree¬ 
ment can be reached, than under the present Torn. 31 tvoe’J.d 
strongly suggest that the Board consider setting up three.separ¬ 
ate bodies v/ithin NCNP, a community organising group, an electoral 
politics group, and a Black organising group, each with its own 
leadership. The Board night also consider asking the National 
Mobilisation to End. the War in Vietnam, ’to ‘ bc-co.no the fourth auto- 
cnomous body. • Coalition between these four groups would, be prac¬ 
ticed through a snail governing board of si::, one from each of the 
non-Black groups and throe from the•Black, 

•action where joint action is feasible, 
jocts such as raising and allocating monies 
is an • inprovcm.cnt over the previous one 
reflects the currents in. the r.ioverrent 

form; a more viable one can be. found• along the Tines, suggested 
here, J. think. 

It would be wrong to exaggerate-' the three issues that caused 
friction, namely the 13 points, the Foreman notions, -and- the 
20,000 Black Caucus vote. The fact that there war, no p.ajor wa.lk- 
out indicates how strongly the delegates were united philosoph¬ 
ically and how overriding was the desire to maintain unity. In 
the long run, if y.’O build a healthy .NGN.?, these issues, will be 
forgotten or washed away by healthier forms of collaboration« 

But precisely because 'wo hope to coalesce more fruitfully we 
must analyse mistakes. It was wrong for the Black Caucus to in¬ 
sist that the .13 points be accepted without changing a. coma; 
the three points that were in dispute could easily have been 
worked out to everyone’s satisfaction, particularly if sub¬ 
committees of the Black Caucus and the Steering Committee had sat 
down and discussed it for a half hour, 
logical overtones behind this issue a\ 

.within the Black Caucus with those wh; 
coalition altogether. Nonetheless wo 


fcrcncc without having read any of 1 
the merit that: it relaxed tensions- between J black and White aw or o- 
ciably, .but it. war, a mistake for him--even’ jocularly-- to intro- ’ 
ducc parts of his speech as resolutions and vote on them without 
discussion. For instance, while I favor the boycott -of General- 
Motors for doing business with South Africa, J. might have pre¬ 
ferred a boycott against Standard Oil as boinn more '.v-anino.fu.l. 
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Kina • iy, ‘weight.".no b e vet fee ike ill.'.'.':)'. Caucus/fe uohi 
was :\ nIs bake ml; boc.‘uv.;;: of t.ho umber of .votes a.cs.i<y‘-ed { the 
n! comI d b ;’\v o boon hiyper /\far X was e«u-e.-''rued) hut Ti<■ - 
c.'ur.o it was-a bloc veto, i:>irj the. disouss:>.c"* urd vote of a 1 
•athor people irrelevant. Even more distast\X- v/us -J:!io demogoov 
used by :;ono' who spuke • this matter frorf the . It could, 

have 11 non presented calmly aan ofipndidiit. or a eenorcr>iso* it 
did nov. hove to !>o sold with this kind of inflame.': rued false 
rhetoric; 


(X, A more significant weakness :; t:.on" from too different needs of the 
tin:op -'conr?tit» '.or c.icr» which ' made up the Conforoncc . X.occ:r 
organisers and the Blacks ay peaX to' oiticons who p,ro amenable to 
radical plans. The electoral group, on the .other band, radical 
itself, nonetheless must appeal to many v;’)o -are far more moderate. 
Mo real effort was made to help this group in that task* The mas; 
action people---in the national Mobilisation, for inKtahec-’-Jiavo. 
solved the problem through the policy of ,, non~cjrc).»fr.icn n The 
April 15th dcnonst.ra.t5.cn included, the - whole political ?:ainbov; . 
from reform democrats to left revolutionaries, but non-erc.lusion 
•’had as a corrolary a relatively moderate platform* This was a 
wise decision,- for 1 think history proves that radical action is 
stymied unless it can draw, the liberal constituency in- its dir-, 
action. Even the Russian Revolution (or the American) would have 
been impossible if millions of the followers of Pan, Kerensky and 
other moderates • were . not drawn along’’with Lenin (and in the kn:;- 
iean Revolution hundreds of thousands of moderate merchants, far- 
.-mors and lawyers wore drawn along with Sam Adams and his Sons of 
Liberty). Wo did not make it possible hero to pull, along with us 
the innumerable liberals moving to the left who are looking for 
, a new home. A slate of King-Spock night have achieved this., .Rut 
' radical delegates, with’whom I agree politically, refused to con¬ 
sider that there was a world, bey end the' Palmer Kongo in 'which .we 
are a tiny minority. Tons of millions arc against the war in 
’Vietnam and against racism, but they, are opponents of war and 
• injustice out of liberal motivations, not radical ores. We can 
not win then by spouting phrases, but by building bridges. King- 
Spook, perhaps McFCissick-Spoek*, or Spock-Rev. C.T. Vivian,might 
have built such bridges. I verge tho new Board to review this mat¬ 
ter once ’again.’ 7. *n sure that in a calm, small meeting -'it will 
. come up with bridge-building formulas, that will make our very . 
radicalism infinitely more effective. 


<7 
f * 


riCMP is now a babe in swaddling clothes, soon-hepefully-to begin 
•walking. I *m' impressed by the fact that the delegates lef t for 
heme somewhat pu.ee.led, somewhat disappointed, but with a total 
absence of rancor. This is a humanistic state of mind in which 
a movement can be built. We must not lose the opportunity. In¬ 
genious mechanisms for participation and . leadership must be 
evolved now so that tens of thousands, perhaps hundreds-of thou¬ 
sands , can be brought into, this -movement.. The coalition d?cl not 
quite gcll at the Palmer Mouse, but it didn't fly apart either, 
it can be built. 
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national conference called I'*/ ::l..a world—wide peace. rovc-antai 
Tho, abate iront in no follows: • 

Tho Forth Vieturn opo'vooron, i;ii.h uhon i bold private in.'.hr ; c-utbor— 
•1 7 .od no to art vino tho American public that there i.a only onn condition i'ov 


ini tinting; nofotiationa > 
publr.c has. boon loci to boliovo ? 'Oho United .Staton mat only atop tho bark¬ 
ing of Far th V.iofno.n and. .irir.no an -oight-word ntat/’raant to that offoot: 

, l! Vb hovo ntopped tho dbjibing of ITox'th Viotaon. 11 J:q. novo, tho rrpol. .oaron 
tolcl too, is. requirodo Tho United Stotoo doon not hover to u.oo tho torn 
"unconditional" or "ponoonont-. 

''l/hat.no nro inborostad ivi, 11 ho said, "an tho <?ot.iV-yor.dAng of tho 
l)onb:lng- ; -not tho verde* -Ao soon ao bombing and a good‘tbingn can- follow* '• 

Ho did not pin covin tho tiro it would take’for talks to begin, but implied 
It Mould to a fov; uookn. 

An.oraa.louo an i t. sounds thin coft ponition on negotiations v?u:.: accord-’ 
pnnod by a tougher, and nc.ro confident attitude, toward tho yar^ World-famous 
exports on Vietnam, nuoh ao Iha.'.ippo .OoviJ.lor.a, Fi'or-.oo. ! ,o aorerasij-cavc-haiy.iy 
on Viotnara, told no that tho;/ havon’t .board tiro NhT or IJ’orth Vietnam aa 
confident or ns dotominod for quite u fov; yearn* . - 

IJLF officialo told ran that their confidence springe fren a nurd or of 
factors, both political and military. Po'littoally, they nay,. largo maiboro 
of people v/h .0 vroro previously associated with the Unified Huddhiair. Church •’ 
aro lordug hope of finding any solution except- vdth'tho Front and dvo cawing 
over to it in very considerable ninbors.- I nay coy that , thin oct.ifuto has 
boon confirnod to no by n co.uplotoly reliable religious raoifiot loader, 
an American, who recently naoko with tho top Buddhist loadero in fuA/yni.. 

It v;ac a loo confirnod by a l:oy Huddlriut monk with vlr-n f. spake in. Purie.. 

On tho .ntlitnry front tho 111?. r .pokonron cay that they’ kora won van 
dociidvo vi.ctor.lon in tho lent few mo:.vtho which havo cor.yincod • th-r.x thav. 


\ j to • ovini- . ilri ••jcir-rrtpw. r.nny .conxli v :1 6no..-an -tljo ’ hi:u?±.c*\n 
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Ky aooaclato; on tho ojd.itoria?. board of hi boration lrugaaino, David 
D nUiiif-nv, had ra opprt’sr'ty t> few woaka . ago to 'interview VlotnoKhuio sol- 
d:lor.M :».n IN no?. who had fought at Junction City. fh-y told bin tint, tho U»0 
bad unod *-5,000 tvoopn, of whomlA,000 lrul boon r pu* out. of action, M -and 
loot-hundroclo of tho, <?/;0 .tunko at their dinpochl, many of them .to uno:; * 
pi.odod U.S, bomba which tho'Viot 0ong bad rofanbienod into ninoo. The. 
dofont of American forcoo there, those noldiore mild, made possible the- 
offonoivo at tho .donilitarir.od sono and forced the IU?.. to vdthdraw troopo 
iron tho hokong Delta, where a .U.S. campaign had boon projected, Dellinger 
V af| told: 1 if’thoy couldn't conquer uo at Junction City, they can 1 1 con**- 
quo l' n a at all," 

Tho IibF loaders asserted to our Ausorican delegation tkc the IILP’ con- 
troln Go .pofcont of tho torrilory of South. Viotnan and 10- Million of tho 
lA million pooplo. When an American raid that thn no figure a aro much 
largo r than tho no indicated by the U,S» govorninonty tho official, said that 
tho 11LF has oopion of CIA reports which.put tho figure oven higher* 

Tho North Victruur.o so who spoke about nogc.tia.ti-r.no also ncld'a. long ■ ■ 

and frank conversation with no on otratagy, Both tho North and tho MLF, ' ■ 
ho said, fa cod a na;pr problem of adjuc tmont and reorganisation up to 
tho point whore tl» U.S. arraioo reached 250,000, I got .tho impression 
ho conoidorod thin a difficult period,' :, Noy, " ho coi j, 'Vo rro rvrty ■ 
for anything, rogardlooo of.how far tho escalation goes," -He laughed at 
tho prospect of a Uni tod Ccatoa invasion at the, 21st parallel, near Vtnb, 

tl ” °°" Cal? tMn noc: ' ; of I*'*™ Ho would net go into detail but 

ho stated that tho. .United. 8io t>o v^uld . . .. ' 

.. .' u ,>h0 r.:rp.r;;.so of tho war 

if ice undertook nuoh action, 

V U ° ^°;-^»*o.o.bvionsly. concerned- about , tho poehihilify'ivy A-orienn ‘ V'"" 
bombing of tho dykes, but.ho insisted that Hanoi has made plana for that too, 
.Tho. North Viotnomo.ao said that do spite "tho heman. cacualtico oaifor-d 
*xx>m .tho bombing, both industry and agriculture in 1?66 rose eon nation oily ' 
fro-, t!,o proviouu yoorr Tbo » vl ,luo of on s inoorb, f: o«t r .,t,«’bo or.W, i|, ; „ 

. Tnoroaood t>y; 29.7 W j^cif OriCToot, bo oUi.sod^„ n „ 2 7; 

boot" in hi- otor;,. It r.oy- bo "r, trfin;;o» to Imoblwr, dan), !-> inoiotoJ, but ' 

hour — 


m 


try 
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•Tho. HL? apokoomn, 'in add rn coin:- tho /y.i.orioo.n dologoWen.• nan csvou noro 
disparaging o.f 11.8. offortri.. "if o.H tho caoimltion nlniv:od by tho 
vioro true, " ho said, "thero v'ould. bo none of u.ri loft. fuf you ncn 
v;o T ro growing ntrongor ovory day,," 

Ho callod tho American policy ono of "burn till, kill all, doatroy' 
nil. Ho he eu no cl tho H.S. of parpotrating "hundredo of 1.5. die on," flavor- 
tholooa ho .naid. that.when tho U.S. cl ait: a to have rounded no largo numloi'a 
of Viot Cony, in a village it in usually old son and. chlld.vo:i-. 

Co fan no I Ionova ovory member of oun American delegation v.’a.a greatly 
surprised fey• tho obvious nolf-confldcmco of tho Viotnanoaoo They had not. 
oxpoctod it. Tho Viotnovvoro noithof feoaotod nor fawned. 

In tho private talks I hold I got tho iranroocicn. that thin solff-uyuu.r- 
nnco was genuine, not merely to impress tho Conference.. put I had tho 1 , 
ovon noro porvnnivo fooling that forth Vietnam in particular fo.lt that tho 
initiation of negotiations would feo eery simple • if tho Uni tod. States real-, 
ly• wanted it. Tho North Viotrinrcooo wont out of their ray to make it clean 
that thoro woro not many condition:) for talks' but a single oner A h one 
point a North Viof.nninono spoke to mo for a half hour-ftlout tho'different 
"road, to socialism" boing fol.lorod fey Hanoi txa againot all other communist 
oountrioo, and of tho conoidorablo d.ifforoneo between tho Viotriauooo and 
Chineao character. "Don’t forgot," ho said, "our pooplo arc true individn- 
nliotn." 

Tho implication ran. clear that Hanoi had no intention c-f becoming ■■ 
nnyono 1 a puppet. No also reminded no that dospite the fact that hie 
country hud fought .a long, bittor war with tho Frond:, rolationn with 
Franco, no \i vroro 
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